
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Charlie Hebdo Tragedy: An International Perspective
Panel Discussion 
Neil Diamant, Dickinson College
Dominique Laurent, Dickinson College
Kristine Mitchell, (moderator) Dickinson College
Ed Webb, Dickinson College

A panel discussion that will address, from interna-
tional perspectives, some of the causes and effects 
of the recent attacks on the French satiric magazine 
Charlie Hebdo and a kosher supermarket in Paris.  

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 *
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Russia after Crimea
Leonid Gozman, National Endowment for Democracy

Gozman, president of the Union of Right Forces, will 
discuss what is happening in contemporary Russia, 
how the deepest crisis in Russia’s post-Soviet history 
came about, where this crisis is going, why Russia is 
so negative towards the United States, why do 
Russians support the annexation of Crimea, and what 
can be done to make Russia free and democratic and 
stop the war in the Ukraine.

Thursday, February 5, 2015 ♦
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
The Costs of War
Catherine Lutz, Brown University

What have been the consequences, short and long 
term, of the wars launched by the United States in 
Afghanistan and Iraq in the wake of 9/11?  This talk 
reports on the efforts of a large group of scholars and 
practitioners to assess the human, social, political, 
and economic impact of these wars on the two 
countries as well as on the United States.

Thursday, February 12, 2015 
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m. 
U.S. War Powers
Panel Discussion
Amy Gaudion, Penn State Dickinson School of Law
Douglas Stuart, (moderator) Dickinson College
Douglas Lovelace, United States Army War College
Andrew Rudalevige, Bowdoin College 

Following the beheading of two Americans, the 
Obama Administration unleashed an air war against 
the Islamic State, also known as ISIS, without a 
declaration of war or any explicit congressional 
authority.  This panel will explore domestic and 
international legal and political questions related to 
recent and current U.S. military operations.

Tuesday, February 17, 2015   
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Curiosity on Mars
Kristen Miller, class of 2006
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

The geologic and geochemical analyses of sediments 
from Gale Crater by the Curiosity rover has given us 
unprecedented insight into the history of Mars and 
suggests a formerly habitable environment.

Wednesday, February 18, 2015 ♦  
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Children and Armed Conflict
Michael Wessells, Columbia University

Armed conflicts worldwide have profound effects 
on children, yet simplistic portrayals of these effects 
have provided poor guidance on how to support 
vulnerable children in wartime situations. Drawing 
on field experience throughout sub-Saharan Africa 
and Asia, this lecture gives a holistic understanding 
of children amidst armed conflicts and points toward 
a set of contextualized supports that will improve the 
resilience and well-being of affected children.

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 *
Anita Tuvin Schlechter Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Mary Ellen Borges Memorial Lecture
Churches and Colleges: Schools of Civility
James Calvin Davis ’92, Middlebury College

The absence of civility in American politics has 
become a national crisis, one we revisit every
election cycle.  This talk will explore the concept of 
civility, its importance to our public well-being, and 
the essential role religion and the liberal arts might 
play in satisfying this national need. 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 
Anita Tuvin Schlechter Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Topic: Race and Police Use of Lethal Force
Ruth Gilmore, City University of New York

Description forthcoming.

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Prisons, State Violence, and the Organizing Tradition
Dan Berger, University of Washington

This lecture explores the central role that people in 
prison played during the civil rights and Black Power 
movements of the 1960s and 1970s. It argues that 
today’s mass incarceration began as a response to the 
mass mobilization of prisoners and neighborhoods.
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Monday, March 23, 2015 ♦
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
Comrades in Arms: The Politics of War, 1939-1941
Stephen Ortiz, Binghamton University (SUNY)

This talk will explore how the two major veterans 
organizations, the American Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, became part of the political battle 
over the Roosevelt Administration’s involvement in 
World War II during the two-plus years between the 
onset of World War II and the entry of the United 
States into this conflict.

Thursday, March 26, 2015
Anita Tuvin Schlechter Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Joseph Priestley Lecture
Topic: Mathematics
Timothy Gowers, University of Cambridge

Description forthcoming.

Wednesday, April 1, 2015
Anita Tuvin Schlechter Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Morgan Lecture
Center of the Storm: Young Black Men
Patricia Hill Collins, University of Maryland

This lecture focuses on the treatment of young Black 
men in contemporary U.S. society as a lens for 
thinking about violence.

Tuesday, April 7, 2015 *
Stern Center, Great Room, 7 p.m.
The Limits of Climate Change
Paul Mayewski, University of Maine 

To understand and predict climate change requires 
more perspective than is available from a short 
instrumental climate record.  To expand the climate 
record in time and space, Mayewski and his teams 
have recovered ice cores from some of the remotest 
high and cold places on Earth.  These records tell us 

a great deal about where we are today in the 
climate system and enable us to chart the pathways 
for future mitigation, adaptation and sustainability in 
the decades ahead.  

Wednesday, April 15 2015 ♦ * 
Anita Tuvin Schlechter Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Islam & the West: A Clash of Civilizations? 
Akbar Ahmed, American University 

Ahmed will explore Samuel Huntington’s thesis of a 
clash of civilizations and challenge it in light of his 
own research examining relations between the West 
and the World of Islam after 9/11.

Spring 2015 Semester Theme
War at Home

Whether war slowly impinges on home, or comes in 
like a wave, washing away familiar conventions of 
everyday life, new institutions emerge that re-structure 
society, valorize new attitudes and ways of perceiving, 
and create new technologies. Focused on these three 
aspects, the seminar on war at home seeks to
understand the deep historical and social contexts for 
these transformations, but also whether, across cultures 
and nations, we can discern broad patterns that typify 
the trajectory from pre-war to war to peacetime.

* Denotes a program that is part of the Clarke Forum’s  
   Leadership in an Age of Uncertainty Series

The schedule is subject to change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Please refer to the 

Web site for the most updated 
information: clarkeforum.org

♦ Denotes a program that is part of the Clarke Forum’s
   semester theme: War at Home

Updated 1/16/15

The Clarke Forum’s 
Leadership in an Age of Uncertainty Series

The Clarke Forum for Contemporary Issues has 
established a series of programmatic events dedicated 
to the theme of leadership in an age of uncertainty. 
This initiative is grounded on the reality that today’s 
generation of Dickinson students confronts a large 
number of intractable political, economic, and social 
problems: terrorism and the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction, environmental pollution, global 
warming, a sustainable energy policy, the ongoing 
financial crisis, the federal deficit, the amount of  
public and private debt, the health care crisis, along 
with issues regarding race, ethnicity, gender, and 
sexual orientation, as well as technology and privacy. 
These issues and problems directly or indirectly pose 
challenges to the College and the local community 
that may in time require fundamental changes in 
institutions, values, and practices across the public, 
private, and non-profit sectors of American society. 
How Dickinsonians respond to these challenges 
presents us with an opportunity for reflection on the 
meaning of leadership in the contemporary world. 
This series is partially supported by a fund created by 
Betty R. ’58 and Dan Churchill.

+ One additional aspect of the Clarke Forum’s 
Leadership Theme is a series of guest speakers’
interviews addressing issues of leadership.This series 
of interviews is only available to the Dickinson 
community through Gateway. 

                                                                         


